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Not content with this, he secretly sent to such places
as he could not visit himself, or even to those lie had
visited, to instruct him in everything and compare
the reports he received with those he had himself made,
The last twenty years of his life were spent in these
researches, and at considerable cost to himself. In
the end, he convinced himself that the land was the
only real wealth, and he set himself to work to form
a new system.

He had already made much progress, when several
little books appeared by Hoisguilbert, lieutenant gen-
era! at Rouen, who long since had had the same views
as Vauban, and had wanted to make them known,
From this labour had resulted a learned and profound
book, in which a system was explained by which Un-
people could he relieved of all the expenses they Mip
ported, and from every tax, and by which the revenue
collected would go at once into the treasury of the
King, instead of enriching, first the trnitnnts, the in*
tendants, and the finance ministers, These latter,
therefore, were opposed to the system, and their oppo-
sition, as will be seen, was of no slight consequence,

Vauban read this book with much attention, [|r
differed on some points with the author, but agreed
with him in the main. Boisgmlberf wished to pre-
serve some imposts upon foreign commerce and upon
provisions. Vauban wished to abolish all imposts, and
to substitute for them two taxes, one upon the land*
the other upon trade and industry. 1 {is bouk, in which
he put forth these ideas, was full of information awl
figures, all arranged with the utmost clearness, sim-
plicity, and exactitude*